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wince and gnash their teeth. Finally, angered
to a perfect fit of frenzy, they began to inter-
rupt the speaker with questions. But they were
answered so quickly, candidly and effectually,
that they could not retain their anger, and as
many as ten or a dozen would be up propound-
ing questions at the same time. Finally, G-en.
Weaver, who preserved his good temper
throughout, remarked that he was perfectly
willing to answer all the questions that anybody
might care to ask, but he suggested that it
caused too great confusion to have the whole
syndicate propounding questions at the same
time. This raised a general laugh and took the
wind completely out of the, whole horde."106

It was on May 15, 1879, that Congressman
Hiram Price of Iowa commented upon Weaver's
speech which had been delivered during his
absence. In the course of his remarks he men-
tioned the fact that he had the printed speech
before him. He wanted to show, he said, that
"the whole tendency of the debate" was "to
create unrest, uneasiness, dissatisfaction, un-
certainty" in monetary and commercial affairs.
He was "a silver-dollar man, and in favor of
the silver dollar of 412% grains.'' He refused
to allow Mr. Weaver to interrupt in a five-
minute speech. He could take his own time and
he would answer any speech or question that he
might ask. He reiterated his statement that